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Words Into Expressions

3 new wolf cubs were tagged yesterday. How many wolf cubs have been
tagged in all?

Choose a variable Let n be the number of wolf cubs.
Identify the operation. You would add to find the number in all
Write the expression. 3+n

Suppose 6 wolf cubs had been tagged before. How many wolf cubs have been
tagged in all?

Replace the variable n with 6. 3+n=3+6
Simplify the expression. 3+6=9

9 wolf cubs have been tagged.

Choose the expression that matches the words. Let n stand
for the number of baseball cards.

n+9 n-+2 n-—4 7n

2n n-9 n-=+7 n+4
1. 4 fewer baseball cards than Mike 2. 7 times the number of baseball cards
3. 9 more baseball cards than Jules 4. half as many baseball cards as Lou

Evaluate each expression when n = 5.

5.n+8 6.n—3 7.12 +n 8.nX9
9. 33 —n 10.n X n+7 11.n+n+1 12. n X 4
13. 41 — n 14. n+n-=+>5 15.n X4 +4 16. 3 X nX 4
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Words into Expressions

Write an expression for each problem. Then evaluate
the expression for the given value of the variable.

1. In fourth grade, there are 6 more boys
than girls. If b stands for the number of
boys, how many girls are in fourth
grade? How many girls are there when
b=17?

2. Charlie had n dollars in his wallet. His
mother gave him $3 and then he spent
$6. How much money does Charlie
have now? How much does he have if
n= $15?

3. Christina is twice as old as Melissa.
Janice is 4 years younger than
Christina. If Melissa is y years old, how
old is Janice? Find Janice’s age and
Christina’s age when y = 8.

4. What’s Wrong? Ricky wrote the
following to show that his sister’s age
is 6 years less than 3 times his age.
Explain what he did wrong. Give the
correct expression.

Let a stand for my age.
my sister'sage: a+3 — 6
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Show your work.
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