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Add With Unlike Denominators

3 2 _
Add.2§+§—n

Step 1: Find the least common multiple (LCM)
of the denominators.

Multiples of 8: 8, 16,@4) 32, 40, . ..
Multiples of 3: 3, 6, 9, 12, 15, 18, 21,@4).....
LCM = 24

Step 2: Write equivalent fractions with the LCM
as the denominator.

3 3x18_ 9
88 x|3|” 24
2 2 x78| 16
33 x |8 24

Step 3: Add the numerators and the whole
numbers.

Step 4: Write the answer in simplest form.
25 _ 1
24 = 124
25 1 4,1
25, =2+ 154 = 354

3.2 .1
2g +3=3%

Find each sum. Write your answer in simplest form.

3 1 2 2
1. Z+§ 2. §+§
1 3 1 5 1
5 §+z+§ 6. 4§+3§
2 1
9 19 10. 47
1 5
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1 2 4 5
3. §+§ 4. 7+§
1 1 5 1 3
7 2§+7ﬁ 8. 5g+ﬁ+z
3
1. 7’35 12. 5%
5
+43 +1225

Use with text pages 112-115.
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Add With Unlike Denominators

Use the chart to solve Problems 1-4.
Give answers in simplest form.

Materials for Stuffed Animals, per cup
heavyweight polyester filling 2% ounces cotton stuffing 2% ounces
lightweight polyester filling 11§ ounces sawdust 31§ ounces
shredded rags 4% ounces
Show Your Work

1. Edward is making a small stuffed mouse. He fills
it with one cup of heavyweight polyester filling
mixed with one cup of cotton stuffing. How
much will the stuffing for his mouse weigh?

2. Martin wants to add one cup of lightweight
polyester filling and one cup of shredded rags to
his stuffed elephant. Here is how he calculates
the weight of the stuffing:

1 5 3 15 18 _ .3
1§+4§ 1@‘1‘4% 5%—54
Where did Martin make a mistake? What is the

correct answer?

3. Sabrina plans to use one cup each of two different
fillings to stuff her armadillo. What is the lightest
combination she can use? How much will it weigh?
What is the weight of the heaviest combination?

4. A stuffed panda holds one cup of rags, one cup
of sawdust, and one cup of cotton filling. Explain
how to add three fractions with unlike denomina-
tors to find the total weight of the panda’s filling.
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