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Add and Subtract Integers

Use these rules to add and subtract integers.

For addition: Examples:

e If two numbers have the same sign, keep the sign, andadd 4 + *7 = *(4 + 7) = *11
the absolute value of the numbers. The sum of two positive 3+ 79="3+9) ="12
numbers is positive. The sum of two negative numbers is
negative.

e |f two numbers have the different signs, subtract the 7+ *4="(7-4)="3
absolute values of the numbers. The answer has the 6+ *8="8—-6)="12

sign of the number with the higher absolute value.

For subtration:

¢ To subtract a number, add its opposite. Then use the 83-"8="3+"8="75
rules for addition. 7 —-"10="7+ "10="3

Decide whether the answer will be positive or negative.
Then use the number line to add or subtract.

-« 1
-7 "6 "5 4 3 -2 1 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1. 8+ 3 2. "6+ 9 3. 8—1%10 4. 8+ 4
5. "110+ 4 6. 5+ 1 7. 1+ 13 8. 10— 4
9. 7+ 15 10. "9+ 5 11. 9— 3 12. 9— 18
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Add and Subtract Integers

, Show Your Work
1. In 2001, the lowest temperature in

Anchorage, Alaska, was ~15°F. The
lowest temperature in Fairbanks, Alaska,
was ~41°F. How many degrees colder
was the lowest temperature in Fairbanks?

2. The lowest temperature in Chicago, lllinois,
was ~27°F. The lowest temperature in
Portland, Maine, was 12° colder. What
was the lowest temperature in Portland?

3. The lowest temperature ever recorded
in Florida was ~2°F. If you subtract 38,
you will find the lowest temperature
ever recorded in Arizona. What is that
temperature?

4. The lowest temperature in Bismarck,
North Dakota, was ~44°F. If you subtract
~153°, you will find Bismarck’s highest
temperature. What is that temperature?

5. Can you subtract two positive numbers
and get a negative number? Explain
and give an example.
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